ELIZABETH
his opinion she would oft-time submit her owp. pleasure
in great matters. She did keep him till late at night,
in discoursing alone, and then call out another at his
departure, and try the depth of all around her some-
times. Walsingham had his turn, and each displayed
their wit in private.
" On the morrow, everyone did come forth in her
presence and discourse at large; and, if any had dis-
sembled with her, or stood not well to her advisings
before, she did not let it go unheeded, and sometimes
not unpunished. Sir Christopher Hatton was wont to
say, * The Queen did fish for men's souls, and had so
sweet a bait, that no one could escape her network.3
In truth, I am sure her speech was such, as none could
refuse to take delight in, when forwardness did not
stand in the way. I have seen her smile, sooth with
great semblance of good liking to all around, and cause
everyone to open his most inward thought to her; when,
on a sudden, she would ponder in private on what had
passed, write down all their opinions, draw them out
as occasion required, and some time disprove to their
faces what had been delivered a month before. Hence
she knew everyone's part, and by thus fishing, as
Hatton said, she caught many poor fish, who little
knew what snare was laid for them."
She possessed that other necessary quality of a prince,
which is courage. Though she would procrastinate and
falter in her decisions when the event was doubtful, in face
of danger she was unafraid. It was no mere flourish when
she reviewed her soldiers at Tilbury at the time of the
Armada, and in her later years, when she went constantly
in danger of murder, she never faltered or hesitated to show
herself on all public occasions. At the time of Essex's re-
bellion, when a false report was brought that the City had
revolted to him, she went on with her dinner without any
sign of fear or distraction, merely saying that He which had
placed her in that seat would preserve her in it; and she
could hardly be prevented from going out in person to see
if ever a rebel of them all durst show their faces against her.
She could be strangely tender, both to men and also to
her own sex. When news came that Sir John Norris had
died of his wounds in Ireland, she caused a letter of sym-
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